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CHAPTER  I 
STATEMENT  OF  TEE  PROBLEM 


CHAPTER  I 

STATEMENT  OF  TEE  PROBLEM 

It  is  indeed  true  that  numerous  studies  have  been  made 
to  determine  the  interests  of  the  pre -school  child,  primary 
school  child,  and  the  adolescent.    It  is  equally  true,  and  at 
the  same  time  rather  regrettable  that  very  few  studies  have 
concerned  themselves  exclusively  with  the  child  from  nine  to 
eleven,  the  preadolescent  child.    This  is  a  rich  territory, — 
but  almost  entirely  unexplored.    Human  development  is  here  at 
the  threshold  of  adolescence.    All  educators  readily  admit 
that  it  is  at  this  time  that  many  leisure  interests  should  be 
stimulated,  directed  and  encouraged.    Perhaps  the  most  per- 
manent of  these  interests  is  reading,  for  every  interest  a 
child  has  leads  to  books.    Terman  and  Lima  designate  this  as 
"the  golden  age  for  parents  to  encourage  children  in  the 
reading  of  real  literature.    The  mechanical  part  of  reading 

has,  as  a  rule,  been  mastered,  and  to  read  a  book  is  no  longer 

••1 

a  task  to  be  accomplished  with  difficulty." 

Many  scientific  experiments  have  proved  that  there  are 
certain  qualities  that  motivate  and  determine  the  child's 
interest  in  reading,  and  that  there  is  a  certain  constancy 
in  preference  of  type  at  certain  periods  of  the  child's 

1.  Lewis  M.  Terman  and  Margaret  Lima,  Children's  Reading — A 
Guide  for  Parents  and  Teachers.  New  York:    D.  Applet on  and 
C orap a ny,  1925,  p.  36. 
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growth  and  development,    A  large  niimber  of  these  investiga- 
tions, however,  do  not  include  the  nine-year  old.    The  great 
majority  that  do,  have  been  made  on  a  large  group  ranging  in 
grades  from  the  kindergarten  through  the  eighth  grade  and 
often  high  school.    As  a  result,  in  most  cases  the  nine-year 
old  group  is  comparatively  small.    No  one  study  deals  ex- 
clusively with  the  reading  interests  of  the  nine-year  old. 

During  the  past  five  years,  very  few  studies  of  the 
reading  interests  of  children,  including  the  nine -year  old, 
have  been  made.    However,  Witty  believes  "that  similar  studies 
should  be  made  annually  in  order  that  the  adult  world  of 
parents,  teachers,  librarians,  authors,  and  artists,  may  be 
kept  informed  of  the  general  trends  in  the  reading  tastes  of 
a  fairly  representative  sampling  of  school  children.**^ 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is: 

1.  To  find  out  what  type  of  book  appeals  to  the 
nine-year  old  for  leisure  reading, 

2.  To  discover  the  names  of  the  favorite  books 
read  in  the  leisure  time  of  the  nine -year  old* 

3.  To  ascertain  what  children's  magazines  the 
nine-year  old  reads,  and  the  sources  from  which 
he  gets  these  magazines. 

1.  Paul  Witty,  Ann  Goomer  and  Dilla  McBean,  "Children U 

Choices  of  Favorite  Books:  A  Study  Conducted  in  Ten  Ele- 
mentary Schools",  The  Journal  of  Educational  Psychology. 
38:276,  May,  1946. 
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4.  To  learn  what  adult  magazines  the  nine-year 
old  reads,  and  the  parts  of  these  magazines  that 
are  of  interest  to  him. 

5.  To  find  out  if  the  nine-year  old  is  developing 
the  habit  of  becoming  interested  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  newspaper. 

6.  To  determine  to  what  degree  these  choices  are 
influenced  by  sex. 

7.  To  discover  whether  or  not  the  nine-year  old 
is  developing  the  worthwhile  habit  of  borrowing 
books  regularly  from  the  Public  Library. 


CHAPTER  II 
REVIEW  OF  RESEARCH 


CHAPTER  II 


REVIEW  OF  RESEARCH 


Educators,  realizing  the  importance  of  leisure  reading, 

have  made  many  studies  in  this  field  since  the  pioneer  study 

1  i« 

of  True    was  reported  in  1893.     "More  studies  have  been  made 

recently  concerning  the  reading  interests  and  preferences  of 
children  and  adults  than  concerning  any  other  phase  of  read- 
ing. 

Many  methods  of  investigation,  and  many  variations  of 
these  methods  have  been  used  in  determining  children's  reading 
interests.    Curley  found  that  "the  most  prevalent  method  is 
that  of  the  questionnaire  to  children."^    However,  Jordan 
claims  that 

many  sources  of  error  creep  into  this  proced\ire,  such  as 
(a)  the  artificial  situation  of  the  school  room  and  the 
desire  to  please  the  teacher,  (b)  the  artificial  attitude 
created  by  the  questionnaire,  (c)  the  reserve  of  children 
concerning  their  clandestine  reading,  and  (d)  the  failure 
to  remember  what  they  actually  did  like. 4 


1.  M.  B.  True,  "Wnat  My  Children  Read",  Education,  10:42-45, 
1893. 

2.  William  Gray,  "Summary  of  Reading  Investigations",  Elemen- 
tary School  Journal,  30:505,  March,  1930. 

3.  Alice  Minor  Curley,  "An  Analysis  of  the  Methods  Used  in 
Investigating  Children's  Reading  Interests  and  a  Summary 
of  the  Findings",  Unpublished  Master's  Thesis,  Yale  Uni- 
versity, 1928.     p.  227. 

4.  Arthur  Melville  Jordan,  "Children's  Interests  in  Reading", 
Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  Contributions  to 
Education,  No.  107,  1921,  p.  2. 
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Another  important  method  of  studying  children's  reading 

interests  is  the  method  of  library  investigation.    Cur ley 

points  out  that 

this  method  lacks  many  of  the  drawbacks  of  an  investiga- 
tion carried  on  in  schools  since  librarians  find  the 
children  off  guard  and  usually  bent  for  pleasure.    It  is 
not,  however,  without  its  own  inaccuracies  which  might 
creep  in  and  affect  the  findings,  such  as  (a)  effect  of 
season;  (b)  effect  of  school  influence  causing  "waves  of 
choice";  and  (c)  the  taking  of  substitutes  for  first  and 
even  more  choices. ^ 

The  first  outstanding  study  of  children's  reading  in- 
terests using  both  the  questionnaire  and  the  library  methods 
was  made  by  Jordan  in  1921.     The  first  experiment  of  the  Jor- 
dan investigation  used  the  questionnaire  method.    The  follow- 
ing questions  were  submitted  either  in  person  or  by  a  friendly 
principal  to  the  children  in  the  schools  of  Payetteville, 
Arkansas;  Lawrence,  Kansas;  Struttgart,  Arkansas;  and  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.    In  all,  responses  from  3,598  pupils  ranging  in 
ages  from  nine  to  eighteen  were  obtained. 

I.  1.  Will  you  kindly  write  down  for  me  the  name  of  the 
book  you  like  best  of  all  the  books  you  have  ever 
read? 

2.  Will  you  write  down  for  me  the  name  of  the  book 
you  like  next  best  of  all  the  books  you  have  ever 
read? 

3.  Will  you  write  down  the  name  of  the  book  you  like 
next  best  and  next  best  of  all  the  books  you  have 
ever  read  until  you  have  written  five  books  in 
the  order  of  your  preference? 


1.  Alice  Minor  Cvirley,  op.  cit.,  p.  82. 
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II.  1.  Will  you  write  down  for  me  the  name  of  the  maga- 
zine you  like  best  of  all  the  magazines  you  have 
ever  read? 

2.  Will  you  write  down  for  me  the  name  of  the  maga- 
zine you  like  next  best  of  all  the  magazines  you 
have  ever  read? 

3.  Will  you  write  down  the  name  of  the  magazine  you 
like  next  best  of  all  the  magazines  you  have  ever 
read  so  that  altogether  you  have  written  three 
magazines,  arranged  in  the  order  of  your  prefer- 
ence? 

To  secure  greater  objectivity  it  seemed  advisable  to 
Jordan  "to  observe  children  in  their  actual  reading  of  books 
in  a  place  where  the  opportunities  for  their  selection  were 
essentially  the  same."^    Six  libraries  in  New  York  City  and 
two  in  nearby  cities  were  visited  by  Jordan.     He  remained  in 
every  library  from  one  to  three  weeks,  observing  and  recording 
what  books  were  asked  for  and  chosen.    Over  eight  hundred 
observations  were  made  and  the  lists  were  submitted  to  the 
children's  librarians  in  each  of  the  libraries  to  be  checked 
by  their  evidence. 

By  means  of  the  coefficient  of  contingency  of  Karl  Pear- 
son, Jordan  found  that  there  was  a  correlation  of  .84  between 
the  results  of  the  questionnaire  and  the  library  invest igation* 

Curley  classifies  other  methods  of  investigations  under 
the  heading  of  "Observation  and  Experimentation".    This  in- 
cludes adults*  lists  of  selections,  pupils*  reactions  to  the 

1.  Arthur  Melville  Jordan,  op.  cit.,  p.  92. 


material,  and  the  analysis  of  the  results  with  the  aid  of 
recognized  statistical  methods.     This  method  is  the  applica- 
tion of  laboratory  technique  to  the  study  of  educational  pro- 
blems.    It  has  the  advantage  of  a  scientific  method  in  securing 
greater  objectivity  in  results.    Nevertheless,  Curley  found 
that  the  greatest  source  of  error  in  this  method  "is  that  of 
the  difficulty  of  adults  to  correctly  understand  the  child 
mind  and  Interpret  its  reactions . 

One  of  the  best  known  studies  analyzing  the  results  with 

the  aid  of  recognized  statistical  methods  is  that  of  Wash- 
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burne  and  Vogel    who  with  the  cooperation  of  over  eight  hun- 
dred teachers  in  thirty-four  cities  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States  were  able  to  find  out  what  books  were  read  and 
liked  by  36,750  children. 

The  children  were  first  given  the  Stanford  Silent  Reading 
Test  in  order  to  secure  their  reading  age,  which  was  decided 
upon  as  the  most  practical  basis  for  grading  the  books. 
Approximately  100,000  of  the  300,000  ballots  that  had  been 
filled  out  by  the  36,750  children  expressing  their  judgment 
of  the  book  by  checking  one  of  the  eight  evaluations  listed, 
were  ret\irned  to  the  experimenters.    These  judgments  were 

1.  Alice  Minor  Curley,  op.  cit.,  p.  105. 

2.  Carleton  Washvurne  and  Mable  Vogel,  What  Children  Like  to 
Read,  Winnetka  Graded  Book  List.     New  York:    Rand,  McNally 
and  Company,  1926. 


given  a  niimerical  value  ranging  from  one  hundred  to  zero.  The 
interest  value  of  a  book  was  found  by  averaging  the  numerical 
values  given  by  the  children.     Only  those  children  whose 
reading  grade  fell  within  one  grade  of  that  in  which  the  book 
was  classified  were  considered  for  the  value.    The  reading 
grade  under  which  a  book  was  classifiec  was  determined  by  the 
average  reading  grade  of  the  children  who  read  and  liked  the 
book. 

The  literary  merit  of  the  books  was  determined  by  having 
thirteen  expert  children  librarians  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  rate  eight  hundred  titles. 

As  a  result  of  this  experiment.  The  Winnetka  Graded  Book 
List  was  published.     This  book  contains  (1)  grade  lists  for 
every  grade  from  the  third  to  the  tenth;  (2)  age  lists  for 
every  year  from  eight  to  thirteen  inclusive;  (3)  an  index  in 
which  books  are  classified  according  to  theme. 

Though  the  methods  employed  in  these  investigations  have 
been  almost  as  varied  as  they  have  been  numerous,  it  would 
appear  from  a  detailed  study  of  the  results  that  all  aims  and 
purposes  were  fundamentally  the  same. 

While  it  is  true  that  some  studies  confined  themselves 
almost  exclusively  to  investigations  in  these  three  fields: 
(1)  the  influence  of  intelligence  on  reading  interests,  (2) 
poetry,  (3)  magazine  reading,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that 
the  greater  number  of  the  studies  combined  a  variety  of  aims. 


It  is  readily  seen  that  the  investigators  had  in  mind  at  the 
outset  these  typical  problems: 

1.  The  influence  of  sex  and  age  on  reading  interests. 

2.  The  interests  in  reading  qualities  and  topics. 

3.  The  interest  in  number  and  kind  of  books  read. 

4.  The  interest  in  newspapers. 

5.  Interest  as  evidenced  by  the  use  of  the  Public 
Library. 

Of  the  many  studies  that  have  pointed  out  the  great  dif- 
ferences between  the  sexes  in  their  reading  interests,  the 
earliest  study  reporting  these  differences  was  made  by  Dr. 
James  E.  Russell  and  Royal  Bullock."^    They  found  that  in  the 
third  grade,  where  the  average  age  was  ten  years  and  two 
months,  forty-one  per-cent  of  the  girls  preferred  stories  of 
great  men,  thirty-six  per-cent,  ghost  stories,  and  thirty- 
fOTir  per-cent,  stories  of  adventure.    War  stories  were  pre- 
ferred by  eighty-seven  per-cent  of  the  boys,  stories  of  great 
men  by  forty-seven  per-cent,  and  stories  of  adventure  by  forty 
per-cent • 

Vostrovsky  in  her  summary  concludes  that  "girls  prefer 
domestic  stories,  especially  stories  about  children  like  them- 
selves while  boys  care  more  for  books  of  adventure."^ 

1.  James  E.  Russell  and  Royal  Bullock,  "Some  Observations  of 
Children's  Reading",  N.E.A.  Proceedings,  1897,  1015-1021. 

2.  Clara  Vostrovsky,  "A  Study  of  Children's  Reading  Tastes", 
Pedagogical  Seminary^  5:535,  December,  1899. 
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Terman  and  Lima,^  in  their  study  of  the  reading  interests 
of  approximately  2,000  California  school  children,  ranging  in 
ages  from  six  to  sixteen,  found  that  adventure  or  mystery 
stories  were  preferred  by  the  boys;  while  thirty-two  per  cent 
of  the  girls  rated  first,  stories  of  home  life  and  school  life 

The  authors  state  that  "by  nine,  sex  differences  in  read- 
ing interests  are  more  in  evidence.     At  this  time  the  boy  be- 
gins to  turn  from  fairy  tales  and  fantastic  stories  to  books 
of  a  m.ore  realistic  natxire,  while  the  girl  clings  to  the  more 
imaginative  story. 

These  findings  are  confirmed  by  Jordan  who  in  an  earlier 
study  discovered  that  boys  choose  books  of  adventure  most 
frequently,  while  girls  rank  fiction  first  in  books. 

Lancaster,^  in  the  summary  of  his  investigation  of  the 
reading  interests  of  4,469  pupils,  in  grades  four  to  eight 
inclusive  in  four  Illinois  schools,  says  that  animal,  Indian, 
war  and  outdoor  sport  stories  appeal  much  more  strongly  to 
boys  than  to  girls. 


1.  Lewis  Terman  and  Margaret  Lima,  Children's  Reading — A 
Guide  for  Parents  and  Teachers,  New  York:     D.  Applet on  and 
Company,  1925. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  68. 

3.  Thomas  J.  Lancaster,  "A  Study  of  the  Voluntary  Reading  of 
Pupils  in  Grades  Four  to  Eight",  Elementary  School  Journal. 
28:525-537,  March,  1928. 
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The  Johnson^  study  of  the  reading  interests  of  1,856 
boys  and  girls  in  Duluth  in  grades  five  to  eleven  inclusive, 
reports  that  the  girls  read  more  books  than  the  boys,  but  the 
boys  spend  more  time  in  reading  magazines  and  newspapers  than 
girls*     The  boys  are  most  interested  in  adventure  books;  the 
girls  prefer  books  about  home,  about  school  and  about  children. 

Lazar    in  her  study,  a  part  of  a  larger  investigation 

conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  Reference,  Research  and  Statistics, 

in  thirteen  public  schools,  involving  4,300  pupils  in  the  City 

of  New  York,  points  out  that 

there  are  marked  differences  in  choices  of  books.  Al- 
though both  boys  and  girls  like  mystery  stories,  adven- 
ture and  history,  there  are  decided  preferences  in  the 
case  of  other  types.     Girls  show  a  decided  preference 
for  fairy  tales.     They  also  choose  novels,  poetry,  and 
stories  of  home  and  school  more  often  than  boys  do. 
Boys  are  less  interested  in  fairy  tales  and  poetry,  or 
stories  of  hom.e  and  school.    Girls  have  little  interest 
in  detective  stories  or  in  books  dealing  with  science 
or  invention. 

Witty  and  Kopel^  developed,  after  much  experimenting, 
a  form  known  as  "The  Pupil  Report  of  Interests  and  Activities" 
(Form  III  of  the  Witty-Kopel  "Diagnostic  Child  Study  Record"). 


1.  Lamar  B.  Johnson,  "Children's  Reading  Interests  as  Related 
to  Sex  and  Grade  in  School",  The  School  Review,  15:257-272, 
April,  1932. 

2.  May  Lazar,  "Reading  Interests,  Activities  and  Opportunities 
of  Bright,  Average  and  Dull  Children,"  Teachers  College, 
Columbia  University,  Contributions  to  Education.  No.  707, 
1937.     p.  58. 

3.  Paul  Witty  and  David  Kopel,  "Studies  of  the  Activities  and 
Preferences  of  School  Children,"  Educational  Administration 


and  Supervision,  24:429-441,  September,  1938. 


r 


This  entire  form  consists  of  more  than  two  hundred  items  and 
was  used  by  two  hundred  teachers,  who  working  with  the  writers, 
interviewed  personally  about  5400  children  in  the  kindergarten 
and  grades  one  through  ei^t  of  the  Evanston,  Illinois  public 
schools.     The  responses  have  been  tabulated  according  to  age 
and  grade.     Analysis  of  the  responses  was  limited  to  those 
obtained  from  samples  of  fifty  boys  and  fifty  girls  from  the 
kindergarten  and  each  of  the  eight  grades.    A  total  of  900 
children  were  selected  at  random  from  the  5400.    They  conclude 
that  in  the  grades  above  the  second,  the  boys  ranked  adventure 
stories  first,  and  miystery  and  detective  stories  second  and 
third.    The  girls  ranked  fairy  tales  first  not  only  in  the 
first  grade  as  did  the  boys,  but  in  all  the  grades  through 
the  fourth.    Short  stories  ranked  second  and  adventure  tales 
third.    Warfel,^  in  the  interpretation  of  her  data  drew  simi- 
lar conclusions. 

Of  particular  interest  are  the  investigations  concerning 
the  influence  of  intelligence  on  the  reading  interests  of 
children.    Sister  Mary  Celestine  noted  that  "the  basic  dif- 
ference found  to  exist  between  superior  and  average  or  dull 
children  as  far  as  reading  interests  are  concerned  is  quanti- 
tative rather  than  qualitative,  though  there  is  some  signifi- 

1.  Evelyn  M.  Warfel,  "Sex  Differences  in  Recreational  Reading 
in  Children  Aged  9-16,"  Unpublished  Master's  Thesis,  Temple 
University,  1959.     96  pp. 


cant  differentiation  in  the  latter  classification  also.' 

Terman  and  Lima,^  in  the  Stanford  Research  on  gifted 
children,  compared  the  reading  interests  of  1000  children 
with  I.Q.*s  not  below  155  by  the  Stanford  Binet  Test  with 
1000  uns elected  children.     In  the  nine -year  old  group  ninety 
per  cent  cf  the  gifted  children  compared  with  forty-three  per 
cent  of  the  xinselected  group  read  more  than  the  average  amount: 
and  zero  per  cent  of  the  gifted  children  as  compared  with 
eighteen  per  cent  of  the  unselected  group  read  less  than  the 
average  amount.     The  average  number  of  books  read  by  the  nine- 
year  old  o^er  a  period  of  two  months  was  thirteen  and  seven 
tenths  for  the  gifted  group  and  three  for  the  unselected 
group.     A  com.parative  study  of  the  two-month  reading  records 
of  the  gifted  and  unselected  group  shows  that  the  gifted  read 
more  non-fiction  and  informational  material. 

In  the  Huber'^  study,  the  reading  interests  of  children 
of  sub-nonn.al,  average  and  superior  intelligence  are  exhaust- 
ively examined  and  reported  primarily  from  a  qualitative  point 
of  view.     The  subjects  of  this  experiment  were  450  children  in 

1.  Sister  Mary  Celestine,  O.S.U.,  "A  Survey  of  the  Literature 
on  the  Reading  Interests  of  Children  of  the  Elementary 
Grades,"  The  Catholic  University  of  America.  Educational 
Research  "Bulletin,  Vol.  5,  Nos.  2-5,  Washington,  D.C.:  The 
Catholic  Education  Press,  February,  March,  1950.    p.  81 

2.  Lewis  M.  Terman  and  Margaret  Lima,  0£.  cit . 

3.  Miriam  B.  Huber,  "The  Influence  of  Intelligence  upon  Chil- 
dren's Reading  Interests,  Teachers  College,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, Contributions  to  Education,  No.  312,  1928. 
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fifteen  classes  of  five  schools  in  Yonkers,  New  York.  By 
means  of  the  Stanford  Revision  of  the  Binet  Test,  the  children 
were  grouped  as  follows : 

Group      I     ...    Dull  Group        •  •  •  40-89 
Group    II     •   •  •    Average  Group  •  •  •  90-108 
Group  III     •  •   .    Bright  Group     •  •  •  109-139 
Huber  concludes  that  studies  of  gifted  children  do  not 
show  their  tastes  in  reading  to  be  greatly  different  from  thosei 
of  children  of  less  intelligence,  although  marked  preferences 
in  different  kinds  of  reading  materials  are  shown  by  dull, 
average  and  bright  children.     The  Huber  study  points  out  that  i 
the  bright  group  shows  a  greater  preference  for  informational  \ 
material,  which  includes  geography,  science  and  nature  selec- 
tions, and  heroism  and  service  in  which  history  and  biography 
were  sub-topics,  than  either  the  average  or  dull  group. 

These  findings  are  in  accord  with  a  previous  study  by 
Coy-^  who  noted  that  members  of  a  gifted  group  read  more  widely 
and  indulge  in  higher  types  of  literature  than  those  in  a 
control  group.    They  are  in  agreement  also  with  two  more  re- 
cent studies.     The  first  one  by  Witty  and  Lehman^  who  from  the 

1.  Genevieve  L.  Coy,  "The  Interests,  Abilities  and  Achieve- 
ments of  a  Special  Class  for  Gifted  Children."  Teachers 
College,  Columbia  University,  Contributions  to  Education. 
No.  131,  1923. 

2.  Paul  Witty  and  Harvey  C.  Lehman,  "A  Study  of  Gifted  Chil- 
dren," Journal  of  Genetic  Psychology,  40:473-485,  June, 
1932. 
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data  of  fifty  gifted  children  noted  that  they  spend  more  time 
in  reading  and  read  more  superior  types  of  literatiire  than  the 
average  child;  and  the  second  one  by  Lazar^  who  observed  that 
the  interests  of  bright,  average  and  dull  children  are  similar; 
however,  bri^t  children  read  more  than  others,  and  their 
reading  is  of  a  superior  quality. 

That  there  are  certain  qualities  which  determine  chil- 
dren's choice  in  the  selection  of  books,  magazines  and  poetry 
is  a  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  results  of  several 
investigations.     One  of  the  first  and  perhaps  the  best  known 
in  this  field,  is  the  well  executed  study  by  Dunn,^  From 
about  17,000  votes  from  pupils  in  the  first  three  grades  of 
195  different  classes,  she  concludes  that  "for  primary  chil- 
dren in  general,  and  within  the  range  of  thirty-one  reading 
samples  which  have  been  tested,  the  elements  of  surprise,  plot, 
narrativeness,  animalness  and  conversation  seem  to  be  the  most 
efficient  as  interest  producers,  with  fancifulness  and  repeti- 
tion as  close  second." 

Prom  an  analysis  of  the  reasons  expressed  by  the  fourth 
grade  children  of  Minneapolis,  Garnett*^  concludes  that 


1.  May  Lazar,  0£.  cit . 

2.  Fannie  Wyche  Dunn,  "Interest  Factors  in  Primary  Reading 
Material,"  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  Contri- 
butions to  Education,  No.  113,  1921,     p.  39, 

3.  Wilma  Leslie  Garnett,  "A  Study  of  Children's  Choices  in 
Prose,"  The  Elementary  English  Review,  1:133-137,  June, 
1924. 
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the  following  elements  of  interest  make  certain  stories 
attractive  to  children  of  the  fourth  grade: 


These  findings  were  later  confirmed  by  two  studies.  One 
by  Gates,  Peardon  and  Sartor ius^  who  after  spending  six  years 
in  making  sixteen  separate  investigations  of  the  interests  in 
reading  material  of  children  in  the  first  three  grades,  state 
that  '*surprise  is  the  m.ost  potent  interest -producing  quality 
that  a  child's  selection  may  have;  liveliness  is  next;  and 
animalness,  humor  and  plot  are  found  among  the  influential 
characters," 

The  other  by  Hockett  and  Forry^  who  reveal  that  in  their 
study  of  seme  800  pupils  in  grades  three  to  seven,  action, 
exciting  adventure,  surprise  and  humor  are  strong  interest 
factors.    Stories  of  animals  appeal  strongly  to  the  third 
grade  pupils.    Nevertheless,  older  boys  and  girls  v^ere  also 
interested  in  animals  "but  chiefly  when  they  were  involved  in 

1.  A.  I.  Gates,  C.  C.  Peardon  and  I.  C.  Sartorius,  "Studies  of 
Children's  Interests  in  Reading,"  Elementary  School  Journal. 
31:656-670,  April,  1951. 

2.  John  A.  Hockett  and  Kenneth  M.  Forry,  "Interests  in  Reading 
Expressed  by  Pupils  in  Grades  Three  to  Seven,"  Children's 
Interests,  Twelfth  Yearbook,  The  California  Elementary 

^    School  Principals  Association,  l'^;8^-9&.  1940. 


For  Boys 


For  Girls 


1.  Action  and  adventure 

2.  Animals 

3.  Faithfulness 

4.  Heroism 

5.  Humor 

6.  Fighting 

7.  Happy  ending 

8.  Fairy  tales 


1.  Action  and  adventure 

2.  Fairy  tales 

3.  Kindness 

4.  Happy  ending 

5.  Daily  life 

6.  Faithfulness 

7 .  Humor 

8 .  Humor 
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the  stories  with  human  beings,  as  pets  or  as  participants  in 
adventure 

In  the  field  of  poetry,  very  fev/  intensive  investigations 
have  been  made,  although  several  have  considered  it  briefly  in 
the  study  of  other  reading  interests.     Sister  Mary  Celestine 
believes  "that  perhaps  the  explanation  for  the  lack  of  scien- 
tific interest  in  the  subject  of  poetry  may  be  found  in  a  pre- 
judice created  by  several  of  the  earlier  studies  in  reading 
interests  which  rate  poetry  as  intrinsically  of  little  in- 
terest to  the  child. ""^    Dunn  states  that  "the  elements  of 
verse  form  and  poeticalness  are  practically  indifferent  ele- 
ments to  the  child,  neither  making  or  marring  interest."^ 
Wissler  says  that  in  the  fourth  grade  there  was  a  "decided 
preference  for  prose  over  poetry,  sixty-seven  per  cent  of  the 
girls  and  seventy-three  per  cent  of  the  boys  naming  a  prose 
selection  as  one  liked  best  of  all."^    Vostrovsky^  found 
poetry  of  too  small  an  interest  to  give  it  a  special  classifi- 
cation.    Jordan  agrees  with  these  findings  for  he  states  that 
"there  is  a  small  interest  in  poetry  in  the  case  of  boys  and 
girls.     It  constitutes  eight  tenths  of  one  per  cent  in  the 

1.  Sister  Mary  Celestine,  O.S.U.,  0£.  clt . ,  p.  68. 

2.  Fannie  Wyche  Dunn,  o£.  cit . ,  p.  43. 

3.  Clark  Wissler,  "Interests  of  Children  in  the  Reading  Work 
of  the  Elementary  Schools,"  Pedagogical  Seminary.  5:525-540, 
April,  1898.   

4.  Clara  Vostrovsky,  0£.  cit . 
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case  of  the  boys  and  three  per  cent  in  the  total  points  among 
girls. Grant  and  \Vhite^  in  a  comparison  of  children's 
choices  of  reading  material  and  the  actual  content  of  fifteen 
school  readers,  noted  that  the  supply  of  poetry  was  thirty-six 
per  cent  while  the  demand  was  only  ten  and  eight  tenths  per 
cent  • 

Regardless  of  this  concensus  of  opinion  that  poetry  holds 
a  negative  place  among  children's  interests,  Huber,  Bruner  and 
CurryS  with  the  cooperation  of  1500  teachers  and  50,000  chil- 
dren spent  two  years  making  an  intensive  experiment  to  deter- 
mine the  poetry  most  suitable  for  children  of  grades  one  to 
nine  inclusive.    About  one  hundred  poems  for  each  grade  from 
one  through  nine  were  selected  by  means  of  two  criteria: 

1,  The  subjective  opinions  of  expert  teachers  of  poetry, 

2,  A  thorough  analysis  of  thirty  courses  of  study  and 
thirty  textbooks  in  each  of  the  grades  from  one  to 
nine,  selected  after  an  examination  of  nine  hundred 
courses  of  study  and  practically  all  of  the  most 
used  textbooks. 

The  results  of  this  study  were  printed  in  two  lists: 

1,  A  complete  list  showing  the  grade  placements  of 
poems,  arranged  in  order  of  rank, 

2,  A  composite  author  index  including  the  grades  in 
which  the  poem  was  used  in  the  experiment,  and  the 
grade  it  was  placed  as  a  result  of  the  experiment, 

1,  Arthur  Melville  Jordan,  op,  clt,,  p,  76. 

2,  Emma  B.  Grant  and  Margaret  S.  White,  "Study  of  Children's 
Choices  of  Reading  Material,"  Teachers  College  Record. 
26:671-678,  April,  1925. 

3,  Miriam  B.  Huber,  Herbert  B.  Bruner  and  Charles  M,  Curry, 

Children's  Interest  in  Poetry,  Chicago:  Rand,  McNally  and 
,     oompany,  1&27.   


I 


This  experiment  proved  that  the  judgment  of  experts  and 
the  traditional  placement  of  poems  was  only  thirty-nine  per 
cent  correct. 

Gates,  Peardon  and  Sartorius^  found  in  their  study  that 
children  like  poetic  composition  as  much  as  narrative;  but 
whether  they  like  a  given  selection  of  either  form,  and  how 
much,  are  determined  primarily  by  the  degree  to  which  other 
qualities  are  incorporated  in  it.** 

All  studies  reviewed  on  the  interests  of  the  child  in 
prose  content  agree  upon  certain  predominating  elements  in 
children's  choices.    The  story  element  ranks  first  with  chil 
dren  of  all  ages  from  six  to  fourteen.    Mackintosh^  in  her 
study  of  children's  choices  in  poetry  discovered  that  ninety 
five  per  cent  of  the  144  fifth  grade  children  in  Duluth, 
Minnesota,  and  Detroit,  Michigan  ranked  the  story  element 
first  in  their  reasons  for  liking  the  fifty  poems  that  were 
presented  to  them. 

Animalness,  childness  and  fairies,  play  and  outdoor 
activities,  nature  themes  of  the  fantastic  type  are  favorite 
motives  in  children's  reading  interests.    King,^  in  her 

1.  A.  I.  Gates,  C.  C.  Peardon  and  I.  C.  Sartorius,  0£.  cit . . 
p.  665. 

2.  Helen  K.  Mackintosh,  "A  Study  of  Children's  Choices  in 
Poetry,"  Elementary  English  Review,  1:85-89,  May,  1924. 

3.  Cora  King,  "Favorite  Poems  for  Children  of  Elementary 
School  Age,"  Teachers  College  Record.  23:255-273,  May, 
1922. 
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attempt  to  find  the  favorite  poems  of  4800  elementary  school 
children,  revealed  that  these  themes  are  equally  pleasing  in 
poetic  form  for  in  grade  four  the  majority  of  boys  and  girls 
gave  as  their  reason  for  liking  poetry  the  fact  that  they 
liked  nature. 

Eckert^  in  a  small  study  of  primary  children's  interests 

in  poetry,  found  out  that  children  in  the  primary  grades  do 

not  enjoy  reading  and  hearing  poems  found  in  school  readers. 

The  results  proved  tliat  the  most  popular  poems  were  not  taken 

from  a  textbook  despite  the  fact  that  the  textbooks  poems 

outnumbered  the  others  four  to  one. 

In  a  survey  made  in  the  first  five  grades  of  the  Elemen- 

2 

tary  School  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  Coast  observed 
that  in  some  grades  the  poetry  preference  of  teachers  does 
influence  children's  tastes  in  poetry.    However,  in  the 
fourth  grade  there  was  no  overlapping  of  the  children's 
favorite  poems  and  the  poems  the  teacher  most  enjoyed  teaching 

The  recent  study  of  Witty,  Coomer  and  McBean^  contains 
the  following  quote: 
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1.  Mollie  H.  Eckert,  "Children's  Choices  of  Poems,"  Elementary 
English  Review,  5:182-185,  192,  June,  1928. 

2.  Alice  B.  Coast,  "Children's  Choices  of  Poetry  as  Affected 
by  Teachers'  Choices,"  Elementary  English  Review,  5:145- 
147,  159,  May,  1928. 

3.  Paul  Witty,  Ann  Coomer  and  Dilla  McBean,  0£.  cit . ,  p.  275. 
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To  many  of  us  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that 
poetry  find  so  little  favor  with  the  children  of 
this  survey.    Only  one  book  of  poetry.  Little  Brown 
Baby,  received  enough  votes  to  appear  in  the  com- 
posite lists  of  favorites.    The  bulk  of  votes  for 
this  book  came  from  a  large  Negro  school  in  Chicago. 

With  the  market  flooded  with  magazines,  it  is  impossible 
to  confine  children's  reading  to  an  aristocracy  of  books  alone. 
The  big  question  that  arises  is:    What  magazines  do  they  read? 
According  to  Jordan's"^  study,  the  content  of  popular  magazines 
chosen  by  boys  and  girls  has  the  same  appeal  that  is  found  in 
the  content  of  books.    Adventure  is  the  dominating  influence 
in  the  boys*  first  choice  and  fiction  with  the  combined  in- 
terest of  women's  arts  for  the  girls.    This  conclusion  was 
based  on  the  facts  that  The  American  Boy  was  rated  first  by 
the  boys  in  both  age  groups, --nine  to  eleven  and  twelve  to 
thirteen;  and  Ladies '  Hom.e  Journal ,  first  by  the  girls  in  both 
groups. 

These  findings  were  later  confirmed  by  Norris^  who  com- 
pared children's  magazine  interests  of  pupils  in  grades  four 
to  seven  in  a  platoon  school  and  a  non-platoon  school  and 
found  that  Boys  Life  stood  first  with  the  boys  in  both  sys- 
tems, and  Child  Life,  first  with  the  girls. 

In  two  later  investigations,  one  by  Witty  and  Kopel,^ 

1.  Arthur  Melville  Jordan,  op.  cit. 

2.  Ruth  Elizabeth  Norris,  "A  Comparative  Study  in  Children's 
Magazine  Interests,"  Elementary  English  Review.  :241-245, 
October,  1928. 

3.  Paul  Witty  and  David  Kopel,  0£.  cit. 
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and  the  other  by  Eowderr  pointed  out  that  Child  Life  is  the 
favorite  magazine  of  both  boys  and  girls* 

These  results  are  not  in  accord  with  Huber  and  Chappeleai^ 
who  discovered  that  in  grades  four  to  eight  in  Public  School 
45,  Manhattan,  New  York  City  that  True  Story  was  listed  first 
by  both  boys  and  girls.    The  explanation  for  this  might  be  the 
facts  that  most  of  the  pupils  in  this  section  have  a  low  socio- 
economic status,  and  foreign  born  parents. 

Lazar  points  out  that  the  boys  read  magazines  to  a 
greater  extent  than  girls.     This  fact  is  in  agreement  with  the 
findings  of  the  Huber  and  Chappelear  study,  and  Johnson's 
study. 

Lazar  also  states  that  bright  pupils  read  better  types 
of  magazines  than  the  average  or  dull  pupils  and  average  pu- 
pils read  better  types  than  the  dull.    That  the  better  types 
of  magazines  were  read  by  children  with  superior  intelligence 
was  also  reported  by  Coy,  Huber  and  Chappelear,  and  Witty  and 
Lehman# 

Hardly  a  home  today  is  without  at  least  one  daily  news- 
paper.    Therfore  it  is  to  be  expected  that  boys  and  girls  will 
be  interested  in  reading  at  least  certain  sections  of  news- 

1.  Elizabeth  Bowden,  "Voluntary  Reading  and  Reading  Interests 
of  Fifth  Grade  Pupils  in  Willard  School,  Highland  Park, 
Michigan,"  Unpublished  Master's  Thesis,  University  of 
Michigan,  1940.     79  pp. 

2.  Miriam  B.  Huber  and  Claude  S.  Chappelear,  "Children's 
Magazine  Reading,"  Journal  of  Education  Method.  6:145-149, 
1926. 
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papers.    Lazar,  Witty  and  Kopel,  and  Johnson  found  that  in  the 
lower  grades  the  chief  interest  is  in  the  comic  section. 
Lazar  and  Johnson  report  that  boys  read  newspapers  more  fre- 
quently than  girls,  but  girls  show  a  greater  variety  of  in- 
terests • 

Lazar  also  states  that  the  more  serious  and  intellectual 
parts  of  the  newspapers  were  preferred  by  bright  pupils. 

The  use  of  the  public  library  is  a  certain  proof  of  an 
interest  in  recreational  reading.    Therefore  a  few  studies 
have  been  interested  in  finding  out  just  how  many  children  do 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity.    Cutri^t  and  Brueckner-^ 
found  that  seventy-six  per  cent  of  all  the  classes  in  grades 
three  to  six  inclusive  in  the  Minneapolis  schools  possessed 
library  cards,  and  that  *'there  is  a  direct  relation  in  all 
grades  between  the  extent  to  which  pupils  have  library  cards 
and  the  distance  between  the  school  and  a  library  station.** 

Johnson  discovered  that  eighty  per  cent  of  the  boys  and 
girls  taking  part  in  her  study  used  the  public  library.  Witty 
and  Kopel  state  that  in  the  grades  starting  with  the  second, 
from  ninety  to  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  children  possessed 
library  cards. 

Lazar  pointed  out  that  the  higher  the  intelligence  level, 

1.  Prudence  Outright  and  Leo  J.  Brueckner,  "A  Measurement  of 
the  Effect  of  the  Teaching  of  Recreational  Reading,"  The 
Elementary  School  Journal,  29:132-137,  October,  1928. 
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the  larger  the  percentage  of  pupils  having  library  cards. 

Are  elementary  school  children  developing  that  worthwhile 
habit  of  leisure  reading?    Lehman  questioned  the  children  at 
three  different  times  during  the  school — November,  February 
and  April,  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  season  of  the  year 
had  any  effect  on  leisure  reading.     Among  the  nine  and  one 
half  year  old  boys,  seventy  eight  per  cent  in  November  indi- 
cated that  they  had  been  reading  books  which  they  were  not 
required  to  read;  seventy-eight  per  cent,  in  February;  and 
seventy-six  per  cent,  in  April.     Among  the  nine  and  one  half 
year  old  girls,  eighty-four  per  cent  in  November  reported  that 
they  were  reading  books  which  they  were  not  required  to  read; 
eighty-two  per  cent,  in  February;  and  seventy-four  per  cent, 
in  April.    He  pointed  out  that  the  results  are  similar  from 
season  to  season,  and  that  sex  differences  are  not  especially 
pronounced . 

Witty  and  Kopel  state  that  in  grades  one  through  nine  of 
their  study,  ninety-five  per  cent  claimed  that  they  liked  to 
read.    However,  last  year  Volberding^  observed  the  '*Out-of- 
School  Behavior  of  Eleven-Year-Olds"  in  a  typical  western 
community  and  reports  that  "in  contrast  to  the  popularity  of 
the  pastimes  of  m.ovie-going,  roller  skating,  and  radio  lis- 
tening we  find  the  eleven-year-old  of  Farm  City  spending  but 
little  time  in  recreational  reading," 

1.  E.  Vol herding,  "Out-of -School  Behavior  of  Eleven-Year-Olds," 
Elementary  School  Journal,  48:432-441,  April,  1948. 


A  Summary  of  the  Findings  of  These  Various  Investigations 

1.  The  results  obtained  by  the  various  methods  of  inves- 
tigation:    the  questionnaire,  library  investigation  and  ob- 
servation and  experimentation,  reveal  the  same  general  trends 
of  interest  in  reading. 

2.  There  are  definite  basic  qualities  in  the  content  of 
reading  material  vdiich  stimulate  the  interest  of  children. 
This  interest  varies  with  the  individual  according  to  age, 
sex  and  mental  ability. 

3.  Sex  differences  in  reading  interests  are  very  marked, 
and  these  differences  begin  to  manifest  themselves  about  the 
age  of  nine.     It  is  expressed  principally  by  the  boys'  great 
interest  in  adventure  and  the  girls'  preference  for  fiction. 

4.  The  differences  in  reading  interests  of  dull,  average 
and  bright  children  are  quantitative  and  qualitative.  At 
every  age  the  children  of  superior  intelligence  read  more  than 
the  children  of  average  or  dull  intelligence.     The  more  in- 
telligent the  child,  the  v>rider  is  the  range  of  m.aterial  se- 
lected and  greater  is  his  preference  for  informational  ma- 
terial.   Regardless  of  intelligence,  children  show  a  great 
similarity  of  choice  in  types  of  reading  v/ith  a  varying  degree 
of  preference. 

5.  Although  little  appi»eciat ion  of  poetry  is  manifested, 
girls  do  have  a  greater  interest  in  it  than  boys. 


6.  Magazines  are  widely  read  by  boys  and  girls.  However, 
boys  read  iragazines  to  a  greater  extent  than  girls. 

7.  Newspapers  are  not  read  to  any  great  extent  by  primary 
school  children.     Their  chief  interest  is  in  the  comic  section. 
Boys  read  nev/spapers  more  frequently  than  girls  but  girls  show 
a  greater  variety  of  interests.     Children  of  superior  intelli- 
gence read  the  more  serious  and  intellectual  articles  in  the 
newspapers  • 

8.  A  large  percentage  of  children  borrov/  books  from  the 
public  library.     The  higher  the  intelligence  level,  the  larger 
the  percentage  of  pupils  having  library  cards. 

9.  Most  boys  and  girls  enjoy  reading  in  their  leisure 

time  • 
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CHAPTER  III 


PROCEDURE 

After  a  careful  analysis  of  the  outstanding  studies  that 
have  been  made  on  children's  interests  in  readihg,  a  question- 
naire was  drawn  up  to  obtain  the  information  necessary  for  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  leisure  reading  interests  of  the 
nine-year  old. 

Questionnaire 

Name  Boy  Girl  

How  old  are  you?  \Nhen  is  your  birthday?  


Here  are  the  questions  that  we  are  going  to  answer  to- 
gether.    Be  as  careful  and  correct  as  you  can.    The  ansv/ers 
will  in  no  way  affect  your  mark  or  my  opinion  of  you.  Listen 
very  carefully  v/hile  I  read  each  one  with  you.    Make  sure  that 
you  know  what  you  should  do  each  time.     If  in  doubt,  ask  me  to 
help  you. 


1.    Here  is  a  list  of  the  different  kinds  of  books  boys  and 
girls  enjoy  reading.     Read  the  list  very  carefully.     If  any 
of  the  kinds  of  books  that  you  very  much  enjoy  reading  are 
not  in  this  list,  write  the  name  of  the  kind  in  the  blanks 
belov/.    Read  the  list  again  and  place  the  figure  1  before  the 
kind  of  books  that  you  like  to  read  most  of  all.    Place  the 
figure  2  before  the  kind  that  you  like  second  best.  Place 
the  figure  3  before  the  third  best  kind. 


stories  about  famous  women 
Stories  about  famous  men 
Fairy  tales 
Yijsterj  stories 
Animal  stories 


_War  stories 

Cowboy  stories 

Science  books 

^Stories  about  children 
in  other  lands 


_Funny  stories 
_^Poetry  books 
Comics 

_Indian  stories 
Family  stories 
Adventure  stories 

_Sport  stories 
Pioneer  stories 


Books  about  how  to 
make  things 


2.  (a)     Do  you  borrow  books  from  the  Public  Library? 
(b)     If  so,  how  often? 

3.  How  many  books  have  you  read  during  the  past  month? 


4.  (a)  Write  down  the  name  of  the  book  that  you  like  best  of 
all  the  books  you  have  ever  read. 


(b)  Write  down  the  name  of  the  second  best  book  that  you 
have  ever  read. 


(c)  Write  dov/n  the  name  of  the  third  best  book  that  you 
have  ever  read. 


f 


5.     (a)  Here  is  a  list  of  magazines  written  for  boys  and  girls. 
Place  a  check  in  front  of  the  ones  that  you  have  read  during 
the  past  2  months. 

Jack  and  Jill   Child  Life 


Calling  All  Girls   Children's  Playmate 

Children's  Activities   American  Girl 


Story  Parade   IVee  Wisdom 

True  Comics   Our  Dumb  Animals 


My  Weekly  Reader   American  Junior 

Red  Cross  News 

_JR,   Playmates 

Polly  Pigtails   


(b)  If  you  read  any  of  the  above  magazines,  where  did  you 
get  them  to  read? 


6.    Under  the  word  magazines,  write  down  the  names  of  the 
adult  m.agazines  that  you  have  read  during  the  past  2  months. 
Beside  the  name  write  down  what  you  read  in  each  magazine. 


Magazines 


What  you  read 
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7.    Here  are  some  of  the  parts  of  the  newspaper  boys  and  girls 
enjoy  reading.    Place  a  check  in  front  of  the  parts  that  you 
read  • 

News  Sport  section 

 ^^.Veather  report   Comics 

Theater  section   Radio  program 

Television  program   


In  order  to  classify  in  the  language  of  the  nine-year  old 
the  different  kinds  of  books  in  Question  1,  over  one  hundred 
fourth  graders  were  asked  to  write  the  names  of  all  the  dif- 
ferent types  of  books  that  they  enjoy  reading.     The  results  of 
this  sampling  were  carefully  checked  by  an  expert  children's 
librarian  who  added  other  types  that  she  had  found  to  be  of 
interest  to  the  nine -year  old. 

1,    Here  is  a  list  of  the  different  kinds  of  books  boys  and 
girls  enjoy  reading.     Read  the  list  very  carefully.     If  any 
of  the  kinds  of  books  that  you  very  much  enjoy  reading  are 
not  in  this  list,  write  the  name  of  the  kind  in  the  blanks  be- 
low.   Read  the  list  again  and  place  the  figure  1  before  the 
kind  of  books  that  you  like  to  read  most  of  all.    Place  the 
figure  2  before  the  kind  that  you  like  second  best.    Place  the 
figure  3  before  the  third  best  kind. 

St  or  ie  s  about  famous  women   ^Punny  stories 

 Stories  about  famous  men   Poetry  books 


_Fairy  tales   Comics 

Mystery  stories   Indian  stories 

Animal  stories   Family  stories 


War  stories  Adventure  stories 

_Cowboy  stories   Sport  stories 

Science  books  Pioneer  stories 


Stories  about  children 
in  other  lands 


Books  about  how  to 
make  things 


2.  (a)    Do  you  borrow  books  from  the  Public  Library? 
(b)     If  so,  how  often? 

At  a  glance  it  will  be  clear  that  the  purpose  of  Question 
2  is  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  nine-year  old  is  devel- 
oping the  worthwhile  habit  of  borrowing  books  regularly  from 
the  Public  Library. 

3.  How  many  books  have  you  read  during  the  past  month? 

Though  children  readily  subscribe  to  the  enjoyment  of 
leisure  reading,  it  is  important  to  know  hov/  many  books  they 
actually  read  in  their  leisure  time  over  a  given  period.  It 
is  with  this  in  mind  that  Question  3  was  designed. 

4.  (a)  Write  down  the  name  of  the  book  that  you  like  best  of 
all  the  books  you  have  ever  read. 


(b)  Write  dov/n 

the  name 

of 

the 

second  best  book  that  you 

have  ever  read. 

(c)  Write  down 

the  name 

of 

the 

third  best  book  that  you 

have  ever  read. 

Question  4  was  drawn  up  with  a  double  purpose  in  mind 
(a)  to  find  out  the  nam.es  of  the  favorite  books  of  the  nine- 
year  old,  (b)  as  a  check  on  the  results  of  question  one  so 
that  any  inconsistency  might  at  once  be  apparent. 


5*     (a)  Here  is  a  list  of  magazines  written  for  boys  and  girls 
Place  a  check  in  front  of  the  ones  that  you  have  read  during 
the  past  2  months. 

Jack  and  Jill   Child  Life 


Calling  All  Girls   ^Children's  Playmate 

Children's  Activities   American  Girl 


Story  Parade   \^ee  Wisdom 

True  Comics  _____  0\xt  Dumb  Animals 


My  Weekly  Reader   ^American  Junior 

Red  Cross  News 

JR.   ^Playmates 

Polly  Pigtails   


The  following  children's  magazines  listed  in  Question  5 
appear  in  Magazines  for  School  Libraries,  by  Laura  Katherine 
Morton,  published  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Company  in  1946: 


Title  Age 

Jack  and  Jill   Under  10 

Calling  All  Girls   9-15 

Children's  Activities  ...  2-10 

Story  Parade   8-12 

Child  Life   2-12 

Children's  Playmates     ...  5-14 

American  Girl   6-12 

Wee  Wisdom   6-12 
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My  Weekly  Reader ♦  True  Comics  and  Junior  Red  Cross  News 
were  listed  but  the  age  of  the  readers  was  not  specified*  Since 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals,  a  copy  of  Our  Dujnb  Animals  is  found  in 
almost  every  library  and  school,  it  seems  natural  to  include 
this  magazine  also.    J^. ,  a  fairly  recent  publication,  was 
included  because  of  its  appeal  to  this  age  group. 

(b)  If  you  read  any  of  the  above  magazines,  where  did  you 
get  them  to  read? 

While  all  these  magazines  are  very  worthwhile  and  appeal 
to  boys  and  girls,  there  is  one  factor  that  will  prevent  many 
from  having  access  to  them,  and  that  is  the  price.    Many  are 
as  expensive  as  fifty  cents  per  copy  for  five  dollars  per 
year.    Part  b  of  Question  5  should  discover  where  the  children 
who  do  read  these  magazines  obtain  them. 

6.    Under  the  word  magazines,  write  dov;n  the  names  of  the 
adult  magazines  that  you  have  read  during  the  past  2  m.onths. 
Beside  the  name  write  down  what  you  read  in  each  magazine. 

Magazines  What  you  read 


Many  homes  are  without  children's  magazines  but  subscribe 
monthly  to  several  adult  magazines.    The  purpose  of  Question  6 
is  to  find  the  answer  to  the  question;    Do  the  nine-year  olds 
read  these  magazines  and  if  they  do  just  what  parts  do  they 
read? 


7.     Here  are  some  of  the  parts  of  the  newspaper  boys  and  girls 
enjoy  reading.    Place  a  check  in  front  of  the  parts  that  you 
read, 

 ^News   Sport  section 


_Weather  report  Com.ics 
_Theater  section   ^Radio  program 


_Television  program 


It  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  many  adults  do  not  read 
all  the  newspaper  intelligently.     Question  7  was  prepared  with 
a  view  to  finding  out  from  the  nine-year  olds  how  many  are  be- 
coming interested  in  the  different  parts  of  the  nev/spaper. 
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The  questionnaire  in  this  study  was  given  to  all  fourth 
graders  in  the  following  cities  and  towns: 

(1)  Concord,  New  Hampshire 

(2)  Needham,  Massachusetts 

(3)  West  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts 

(4)  Framingham,  Massachusetts 

It  is  one  of  six  studies  in  a  group  project  concerned  with  the 
nine-year  old.    All  six  studies  defined  the  nine-year  old  as 
one  between  his  ninth  birthday  and  tenth  birthday.     Thus,  the 
questionnaires  from  fourth  graders  who  were  younger  or  older 
were  discarded.     Table  I  shows  the  population  used* 


TABLE  I 


AGE  AND 

SEX  OF 

502  NINE 

-YEAR  OLDS 

(239  Boys 

and  263 

Girls) 

Age 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

Total 

Percent 

9-11 

28 

11.71 

32 

12.16 

60 

11.95 

9-10 

21 

8.78 

22 

8.36 

43 

8.56 

9-9 

23 

9.62 

28 

10.64 

51 

10.15 

9-8 

20 

8.36 

26 

9.88 

46 

9.16 

9-7 

31 

12.97 

28 

10.64 

59 

11.75 

9-6 

14 

5.85 

22 

8.36 

36 

7.17 

9-5 

24 

10.04 

25 

9.50 

49 

9.76 

9-4 

14 

5.85 

21 

7.98 

35 

6.97 

9-3 

15 

6.27 

14 

5.32 

29 

5.77 

9-2 

22 

9.20 

18 

6.84 

40 

7.96 

9-1 

18 

7.53 

20 

7.60 

38 

7.56 

9-0 

9 

1.06 

7 

2.66 

16 

3.18 

40 


The  following  directions  were  given  to  each  teacher  ad- 
ministering the  questionnaire: 


Directions  to  the  Teacher 

This  questionnaire  is  an  attempt  to  reveal  the  leisure- 
time  reading  interests  of  the  "nine-year  old". 

1.  Give  them  all  the  help  that  they  need  in  understanding 
what  they  are  to  do. 

2.  Tell  them  to  spell  the  words  the  best  they  can  and  we 
will  understand  what  they  mean.     If  they  are  allowed  to  ask 
how  to  spell  words  they  might  influence  the  choices  of  others. 

3.  Follov/  the  directions  exactly  in  order  that  your  re- 
sults will  he  comparable  to  the  other  fourth  grades. 

*,e   ■a    ■it         ■',<■    ■it   i^    'it   -it   it    -/c    -it   ■ii'   -it   ^    ■it   -it    ■it    ie  ■it 

Directions  for  Administration:     Before  the  questionnaires 
are  distributed  say: 

"Ever  since  you  started  school  you  have  been  learning  how 
to  read.     As  you  read  the  various  books  here  at  school,  at 
home  or  in  the  library  you  have  found  without  a  doubt  that 
there  are  some  books  that  you  like  very  much  better  than  others 
and  certain  kinds  of  books  have  grown  to  be  your  favorites. 
Let  Us  find  out  just  what  you  boys  and  girls  like  to  read." 

Pass  out  the  questionnaires.    First  fill  in  the  blanks 
at  the  top  of  the  first  page.     (Hold  up  one  of  the  papers  and 
indicate  the  blanks.)     Say,  "Write  your  name  plainly.    Put  a 
cross  after  the  word  boy,  if  you  are  a  boy,   or  girl  if  you 
are  a  girl.     Be  sure  that  you  give  your  correct  age  just  in 
years.     If  you  are  nine  years  old,  write  the  figure  9,  but 
if  you  are  ten  years  old  be  sure  to  write  10.    Write  the 
month  and  the  day  of  your  birthday.     If  your  birthday  is 
June  6,  write  down  June  6. 

Note:     It  is  very  important  that  they  give  their  correct  age 
and  birthday. 


"Listen  very  carefully  while  I  read  the  first  paragraph 
on  page  1." 
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Here  are  the  questions  that  we  are  going  to  answer  to- 
gether*    Be  as  careful  and  correct  as  you  can.    The  answers 
will  in  no  way  affect  your  marks  or  my  opinion  of  you.  Listen 
very  carefully  while  I  read  each  one  with  you.    Make  sure  that 
you  know  what  should  be  done  each  time.     If  in  doubt  ask  me  to 
help  you. 

"Let  us  look  at  the  first  question.  Listen  carefully 
while  I  read  it  to  you.  Are  there  any  words  v;hose  meaning 
you  do  not  know?    Do  you  know  exactly  what  to  do? 

Go  through  each  question  in  the  same  way. 


CHAPTER  IV 
ANALYSIS  OF  DATA 


V 


CHAPTER  IV 


ANALYSIS  OF  DATA 

All  of  the  results  are  organized  according  to  the  order 
of  the  questions  in  the  questionnaire. 

Table  II  shov/s  the  order  of  preference,  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  total  for  both  boys  and  girls,  of  their  first 
choice  in  types  of  books  liked  by  502  nine-year  olds. 

TABLE  II 


TYPES  OP  BOOKS  LIKED  BY  502  NINE -YEAR  OLDS 
ACCORDING  TO  FIRST  CHOICE 


Type  of  Book 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

To- 
tal 

IferCnt 

Cowboy  Stories  .  • 

47 

19.66 

24 

9.12 

71 

14.14 

Comics   

30 

12.55 

40 

15.20 

70 

13.94 

Fairy  Tales     .  .  . 

1 

.41 

48 

18.24 

49 

9.76 

Mystery  Stories  . 

20 

8.36 

25 

9.50 

45 

8.96 

Animal  Stories  .  . 

19 

7.95 

21 

7.98 

40 

7.96 

Funny  Stories     •  . 

9 

3.76 

25 

9.50 

34 

6.77 

Adventure  Stories 

17 

7.11 

13 

4.94 

30 

5.97 

Indian  Stories  •  • 

21 

8.78 

5 

1.90 

26 

5.17 

Sport  Stories     •  • 

22 

9.20 

2 

.76 

24 

4.78 

War  Stories     •   •  • 

20 

8.36 

0 

0.00 

20 

3.98 

Stories  About  Chil- 

dren in  Other  Lands 

0 

0.00 

16 

6.08 

16 

3.18 

Stories  About 

Famous  Women     ,  • 

• 

0 

0.00 

15 

5.70 

15 

2.98 

Stories  About 

Famous  Men  ... 

9 

3.76 

4 

1.52 

13 

2.58 

Pioneer  Stories  . 

• 

8 

3.34 

5 

1.90 

13 

2.58 

Books  About  Hov/ 

to  Make  Things 

7 

2.92 

6 

2.28 

13 

2.58 

Science  Books     •  • 

• 

7 

2.92 

4 

1.52 

11 

2.19 

Poetry  Books       ,  , 

0 

0.00 

6 

2.28 

6 

1.19 

Family  Stories    ,  , 

1 

.41 

4 

1.52 

5 

.99 

Bible  Stories     ,  , 

• 

1 

.41 

0 

0.00 

1 

.19 

I 


According  to  this  table,  cowboy  stories  are  the  most 
popular  type.    However,  the  boys  and  girls  may  have  had  comic 
books  and  moving  pictures  in  mind  because  later  v;hen  asked  to 
name  the  titles  of  their  favorite  books,  cowboy  stories  did 
not  rank  among  the  firt  five  types  with  the  girls,  and  only 
fifth  with  the  boys* 

Bible  stories  was  the  only  type  added  by  the  boys  and 
girls  to  the  original  list.     This  boy  was  consistent  in  his 
choices  for  he  later  listed  Bible  stories  as  his  favorite 
book. 

There  is  a  decided  difference  between  the  choices  of  the 
boys  and  the  girls.    The  girls  rate  fairy  tales  first,  while 
only  one  boy  gave  them  first  choice.    The  Terman  and  Lima 
study  pointed  out  the  same  fact.     On  the  other  hand,  cowboy 
stories  are  almost  twice  as  popular  with  the  boys  as  with  the 
girls.     Again  this  may  not  be  accurate  because  of  the  influence 
of  comics  and  the  moving  pictures. 


TABLE  III 


TYPES  OF  BOOKS  LIKED  BY  502  NINE -YEAR  OLDS 
ACCORDING  TO  SECOND  CHOICE 


Type  of  Book 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

Total  Percent 

36 

15.06 

36 

13.68 

72 

14.72 

Funny  Stories  • 

•  • 

14 

5.85 

37 

14.06 

51 

10 .15 

Cowboy  Stories  • 

•  • 

33 

13.80 

16 

6.08 

49 

9.76 

Indian  Stories  • 

•  • 

32 

13.38 

12 

4.56 

44 

8.76 

Fairy  Tales     .  . 

•  • 

3 

1.25 

35 

13.30 

38 

7.56 

Mystery  Stories 

•  • 

18 

7.53 

13 

4.94 

31 

6.17 

Adventure  Stories 

15 

6.27 

14 

5.32 

29 

5.77 

War  Stories     •  . 

•  • 

26 

10.87 

0 

0.00 

26 

5.17 

Animal  Stories  • 

•  • 

4 

1.67 

21 

7.98 

25 

4.98 

Pioneer  Stories 

•  • 

15 

6.27 

8 

3.04 

23 

4.58 

Books  About  How 

to  Make  Things 

•  • 

11 

4.60 

10 

3 .80 

21 

4.18 

Stories  About  Chil- 

dren in  Other  Lands 

1 

.41 

20 

7.60 

21 

4.18 

Sport  Stories  . 

•  • 

15 

6.27 

4 

1.52 

19 

3.78 

Science  Books  • 

•  • 

9 

3.76 

8 

3.04 

17 

3.38 

Stories  About 

Famous  Men     •  • 

•  • 

5 

2.09 

5 

1.90 

10 

1.99 

Poetry  Books  .  . 

•  • 

0 

0.00 

10 

3.80 

10 

1.99 

Family  Stories  • 

•  • 

0 

0.00 

9 

3.42 

9 

1.79 

Stories  About 

Famous  Women  • 

•  • 

2 

.83 

5 

1.90 

7 

1.39 

Bible  Stories  • 

•  • 

0 

0.00 

0 

0.00 

0 

0.00 

In  their  second  choice  in  types,  there  is  again  a  marked 
difference  between  the  choices  of  the  boys  and  of  the  girls. 
Again  fairy  tales  are  first  with  the  girls  and  almost  last 
with  the  boys.    Cowboy  stories  rate  very  high  with  the  boys, 
over  twice  as  many  boys  choosing  them  as  girls* 

Comics  are  very  popular  with  both  the  boys  and  the  girls. 
Whether  or  not  comics  is  a  tjrpe  of  book  is  a  question.  Since 
comics  are  in  the  hands  of  children  more  often  than  are  the 


books  they  should  read  it  would  seem  they  are  reading  matter 
of  a  sort.     They  are  included  in  this  study  under  types  be- 
I  cause  many  of  the  recent  studies  have  given  them  this  classi- 
fication. 

TABLE  IV 


TYPES  OF  BOOKS  LIKED  BY  502  NINE -YEAR  OLDS 
ACCORDING  TO  THIRD  CHOICE 


Type  of  Book 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

Total  Percent 

Comics  ....... 

21 

8.78 

34 

12.92 

55 

10.95 

Indian  Stories  .   .  . 

35 

14.64 

19 

7.22 

54 

10.75 

Cowboy  Stories  .  .  . 

27 

11.29 

24 

9.12 

51 

10.15 

Pioneer  Stories     .  . 

31 

12.97 

17 

6.46 

48 

9.56 

Funny  Stories     .  .  . 

15 

6.27 

32 

12.16 

47 

9.36 

Adventure  Stories  . 

15 

6.27 

19 

7.22 

34 

6.77 

Animal  Stories  .   .  . 

18 

7.53 

14 

5.32 

32 

6.37 

Sport  Stories     •  .  . 

22 

9.20 

8 

3.04 

30 

5.97 

Fairy  Tales     .  .   .  . 

2 

.83 

26 

9.88 

28 

5.47 

Stories  About  Chil- 

dren in  Other  Lands 

4 

1.67 

21 

7.98 

25 

4.98 

Mystery  Stories     .  . 

6 

2.51 

16 

6.08 

22 

4.39 

Books  About  Hov/ 

to  Make  Things     .  . 

2 

.83 

16 

6.08 

18 

3.58 

War  Stories     .  .  .  • 

17 

7.11 

0 

0.00 

17 

3.38 

Stories  About 

Famous  Men     .  •   .  . 

12 

5.02 

2 

.76 

14 

2.78 

Science  Books     .  .  . 

8 

3.34 

4 

1.52 

12 

2.39 

Family  Stories  .  .  • 

3 

1.25 

6 

2.28 

9 

1.79 

Poetry  Books  •  .  .  . 

0 

0.00 

5 

1.90 

5 

.99 

Stories  About 

Pam.ous  Women    .   •  . 

1 

.41 

0 

0.00 

1 

.19 

Bible  Stories     .   .  . 

0 

0.00 

0 

0.00 

0 

0.00 

The  types  of  books  liked  as  evidenced  by  their  third 
choice  are  very  similar  to  the  first  and  second  choices.  The 
three  favorite  types  for  the  boys  are  Indian,  pioneer  and 


cowboy  stories,  while  comics,  funny  stories  and  fairy  tales 
appeal  more  to  the  girls* 

Though  stories  about  famous  v/omen  are  not  too  popular 
with  either  the  girls  or  the  boys  in  any  three  choices,  not 
one  girl  gave  it  third  choice.     Stories  about  children  in 
other  lands  appeal  a  great  deal  more  to  the  girls  than  to  the 
boys  as  shown  in  all  choices. 

TABLE  V 


TYPES  OF  BOOKS  LIKED  BY  502  NINE -YEAR  OLDS 
ACCORDING  TO  COMBINED  FIRST,  SECOND  AND  THIRD  CHOICES 


Type  of  Book 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

Total 

KirCent 

87 

12.12 

110 

15.95 

197 

15.08 

Cowboy  Stories  .  . 

.107 

14.91 

64 

8.10 

171 

11.55 

Funny  Stories     •  . 

• 

38 

5.29 

94 

11.90 

152 

8.76 

Indian  Stories  .  . 

• 

88 

12.26 

56 

4.56 

124 

8.25 

Fairy  Tales     .  .  . 

6 

.85 

109 

15.81 

115 

7.65 

Mystery  Stories  • 

• 

44 

6.13 

54 

6.84 

98 

6.50 

Animal  Stories  .  . 

• 

41 

5.71 

56 

7.09 

97 

6.44 

Pioneer  Stories 

54 

7.52 

50 

5.80 

84 

5.57 

Adventure  Stories 

• 

37 

5.15 

46 

5.82 

85 

5.51 

Sport  Stories     .  . 

59 

8.22 

14 

1.77 

75 

4.84 

War  Stories     .  •  • 

63 

8.78 

0 

0.00 

65 

4.18 

Stories  About  Chil- 

dren in  Other  Lands 

5 

.69 

57 

7.22 

62 

4.11 

Books  About  How 

to  Make  Things 

• 

20 

2.78 

52 

4.05 

52 

5.45 

Science  Books     .  . 

24 

3.54 

16 

2.02 

40 

2.65 

Stories  About 

Famous  Men  ... 

* 

26 

5.62 

11 

1.59 

57 

2.45 

Stories  About 

Famous  Women     .  . 

3 

.41 

20 

2.55 

25 

1.52 

Family  Stories  .  . 

• 

4 

.55 

19 

2.40 

25 

1.52 

Poetry  Books  .  .  • 

0 

0.00 

21 

2.66 

21 

1.59 

Bible  Stories     .  . 

• 

1 

0 

0.00 

1 

.06 

In  the  combined  choices  in  types  of  books  liked  by  both 
the  boys  and  girls,  comics  received  the  highest  ranking. 
Since  m.illions  of  copies  are  sold  on  the  newstand  every  month 
this  preference  is  not  surprising.    William  Moulton  Marston 
writing  in  the  Amer ican  Scholar  in  the  winter  of  1945  -  1944 
states  that  "18  million  copies  are  sold  on  the  newstand  every 
month. Without  a  doubt  today  that  figure  is  even  higher. 

Although  war  stories  are  fairly  popular  with  the  boys 
not  one  girl  gave  them  first,  second  or  third  choice. 

Poetry  books  were  not  selected  by  a  single  boy  and  only 
one  and  thirty-nine  hundredths  per  cent  of  the  girls  gave  them 
either  first,  second  or  third  choice.     This  finding  is  in 
keeping  with  many  of  the  previous  studies  reported  in  the 
chapter  on  Reviev/  of  Research.    Many  educators  claim  that  this 
lack  of  interest  in  poetry  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  schools 
are  not  doing  their  part  in  building  up  an  appreciation  of 
poetry.     Others  claim  that  the  reason  is  that  a  appreciation 
of  poetry  comes  through  hearing  it  and  not  just  through  read- 
ing it. 

If  cowboy,  Indian  and  pioneer  stories  were  combined  under 
the  heading  of  adventure,  then  adventure  stories  would  be  the 
favorite  type  especially  of  the  boys,  as  reported  by  Jordan, 

1.  William  Moulton  Marston,  "V.Tiy  100,000,000  Americans  Read 
Comics,"  American  Scholar,  13,  Winter  of  1943-1944,  p. 35. 


TABLE  VI 

NUMBER  AND  PER  CENT  OF  502  NINE-YEAR  OLDS  mo  DO  OR  DO  NOT 
BORROW  BOOKS  FROM  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Response 

Boys  Percent 

Girls  Percent 

Total  Percent 

Ye  s  •   •  •  • 

158  66.10 

190 

72.23 

348  69.32 

No     •   •  •  • 

64  26.77 

57 

21.67 

121  24.10 

No  Answer  • 

17  7.11 

16 

6.08 

33  6.57 

Table  VI 

indicates  that 

many  of 

the  nine- 

year  olds  do 

borrow  books  from  the  Public 

Library. 

However 

,  the  total  per 

cent  is  not  as 

high  as  the  results  obtained  in 

other  studies* 

Johnson  reports  that  eighty  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  girls  as 
compared  with  sixty-nine  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  girls  in 
this  study  use  the  Public  Library.    Witty  and  Kopel's  findings 
were  even  higher  for  they  state  that  beginning  with  the  second 
grade,  ninety  to  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  children  possessed 
library  cards. 

Distance  from  the  Public  Library  may  be  the  reason  why 
some  boys  and  girls  do  not  borrow  books.    This  is  known  to  be 
in  the  case  of  one  school  over  a  mile  from  the  nearest  branch 
library.     Out  of  a  class  of  thirty-six  fourth  graders  only  one 
pupil  claimed  to  have  ever  borrowed  books  from  the  Public  Li- 
brary.    In  another  school  where  there  is  a  branch  library  in 
the  building,  every  boy  and  girl  in  the  fourth  grade  indicated 
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that  they  borrow  books  weekly  from  the  Public  Library. 


TABLE  VII 

THE  FREQUENCY  OF  WHICH  348  NINE-YEAR  OLDS  BORROW  BOOKS 

FROM  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Frequency 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

Total 

Percent 

Twice  a  week  .  . 

5 

3.16 

4 

2.10 

9 

2.58 

Once  a  week    •  • 

54 

34.17 

70 

36.84 

124 

35.62 

Every  two  weeks 

39 

24.68 

60 

31.57 

99 

28.44 

Once  a  month  •  • 

42 

26.58 

33 

17.36 

75 

21.54 

Regularly    .   .  . 

4 

2.53 

3 

1.57 

7 

2.01 

During  vacation 

2 

1.26 

5 

2.63 

7 

2.01 

Few  times  a  year 

12 

7.59 

13 

6.84 

25 

7.18 

The  fact  that 

the 

larger 

numbe  r  of 

pupils 

are  in 

the 

group  that  use  the  library  once  a  week  may  be  due  to  the  plan 
of  many  teachers  and  librarians  who  encourage  children  to  have 
a  certain  day  on  which  to  visit  the  library.     This  insures  an 
active  interest  in  leisure  reading  and  prevents  children  from 
keeping  books  over  time. 

Evidently  one  teacher  overlooked  the  directions  and  wrote 
the  word  "regularly"  on  the  board  for  her  class  to  copy  be- 
cause every  boy  and  girl  in  this  group  wrote  "regularly"  and 
spelled  it  correctly. 

Under  a  "fev/  times  a  year"  all  frequencies  greater  than 
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once  a  month  were  grouped*     They  range  from  twice  a  year  to 
six  times  a  year.     These  frequencies  may  not  be  accurate  hut 
they  do  prove  that  these  boys  and  girls  do  not  go  regularly 
to  the  library. 

On  the  whole  these  nine-year  olds  are  building  up  the 
worthwhile  habit  of  visiting  the  Public  Library  for  sixty-six 
per  cent  of  those  who  do  borrow  books  report  that  they  borrow 
them  at  least  once  every  two  weeks* 


TABLE  VIII 


mJMBER  CP  BOOKS  READ  BY  376  NINE-YEAR  OLDS  DURING  A 


MONTH 

Number 
of  books 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

Total 

Percent 

0  .  .  . 

6 

3.44 

8 

3.96 

14 

3.72 

1  .  .  . 

14 

8.04 

16 

7.92 

30 

7.97 

2  •  •  • 

21 

12  .OS 

20 

9.90 

41 

10.90 

3  .   •  . 

26 

20.68 

17 

8.41 

43 

11.43 

4  .   .  • 

16 

9.19 

24 

11.88 

40 

10.63 

5  •   .  . 

17 

9.76 

27 

13.36 

44 

11.69 

6  •   .  • 

12 

6.89 

16 

7.92 

28 

2.12 

7  •   .  . 

11 

6.32 

10 

4.95 

21 

5.58 

8  •   .  . 

7 

4.02 

12 

5.94 

19 

5.05 

9  •  •  • 

1 

.57 

11 

5.44 

12 

3.19 

10  •  .  • 

16 

9.19 

15 

7.42 

31 

8.24 

11  •   •  • 

1 

.57 

4 

1.98 

5 

1.32 

12  .   .  . 

6 

3.44 

8 

3.96 

14 

3.72 

13  .  .  . 

3 

1.72 

1 

•  49 

4 

1.06 

14  .   .  . 

4 

2.29 

1 

.49 

5 

1.32 

15  .   .  . 

6 

3.44 

7 

3.46 

13 

3.45 

16  .   .  . 

5 

2.87 

3 

1.48 

8 

2.12 

17  .   .  . 

2 

1.14 

2 

.99 

4 

1.06 

The  range  in  the  number  of  books  read  during  a  period  of 
one  month  was  so  great  that  only  the  most  frequent,  zero  to 
seventeen  were  used  in  drawing  up  Table  VIII.    Som.e  boys  and 
girls  distinguished  between  books  and  comics  and  gave  a 
separate  report  for  each.     Others  who  listed  more  than  seven- 
teen books  must  have  considered  "the  comics"  as  books.  Still 
others  who  claimed  that  they  read  hundreds  and  even  in  one 
case  thousands,  gave  very  little  thought  to  this  question. 

More  nine-year  olds  read  two,  three,  four  or  five  books 
a  month  than  any  other  number.     However,  boys  and  girls  who 
go  to  the  library  once  or  twice  a  week  could  read  sixteen  or 
seventeen  books  a  month. 

\Khen  asked  to  name  their  three  favorite  books,  the  pupils 
listed  so  many  different  books  that  no  attempt  can  be  made  to 
present  tham  all  in  any  systematic  fashion  in  the  brief  study. 
Furthermore,  many  did  not  understand  that  only  books  were  to 
be  recorded  and  gave  the  names  of  their  favorite  comic  books, 
magazines  or  types  of  stories.     Some  of  the  titles  were 
spelled  so  incorrectly  that  even  with  the  help  of  a  children's 
librarian,  it  was  impossible  to  know  which  books  were  meant. 

As  a  check  on  the  results  of  choices  of  kinds  of  books 
that  are  best  liked,  these  titles  were  arranged  with  the 
assistance  of  an  expert  children's  librarian,  according  to 
types.     Among  the  boys,  the  following  in  frequency  order  were 
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the  five  most  widely  liked  types: 

1.  Adventure  stories 

2.  Animal  stories 

3.  Stories  about  famous  men 

4.  Indian  stories 

5.  Cov/boy  stories 

These  results,  as  compared  with  the  results  in  Table  VI, 
the  combined  choices  in  types  of  books,  show  that  nine-year 
old  boys  are  not  consistent  in  their  choices.     In  Table  VI, 
cowboy  stories  are  rated  first,  Indian  stories  second,  war 
stories  third,  sport  stories  fourth  and  pioneer  stories  fifth 
animal  stories  were  given  eighth  place,  adventure  stories 
tenth  and  stories  of  famous  men  eleventh  in  a  list  of  nine- 
teen types. 

This  is  further  evidence  that  the  boys*  choices  in  types 
of  books  were  influenced  by  comic  books  and  moving  pictures 
which  stress  cowboy,  Indian  and  v/ar  themes. 

The  books  most  commonly  listed  in  the  order  of  their 


popularity  are  as  follows: 

1.  Daniel  Boone   14  votes 

2.  Robin  Hood  •   13  votes 

3.  Tom  Sav/yer   12  votes 

4.  Dr.  Doolittle   10  votes 

5.  Robinson  Cinisoe   10  votes 

6.  Kit  Carson   8  votes 


7.  Buffalo  Bill   7  votes 

8.  Bambi   7  votes 

9.  Babe  Ruth   7  votes 

10.  Black  Beauty   .  •  6  votes 

11.  Pinocchio   5  votes 


The  girls  definitely  favored  the  following  types: 

1.  Fairy  tales 

2.  Stories  about  children  in  other  lands 

3.  Animal  stories 

4.  Mystery  stories 

5.  Adventure  stories 

They  were  very  much  more  consistent  than  the  boys,  inas- 
much as  they  gave  fairy  tales  first  place  in  both  types  and 
titles.    However,  under  types  of  stories,  funny  stories  and 
cowboy  stories  rate  second  and  third  place,  v;hile  under  titles, 
they  were  not  among  the  first  five  types.     Animal  stories, 
mystery  stories  and  adventure  stories  were  given  the  very  same 
order  of  preference  in  both  types  and  titles. 

It  is  to  be  realized  that  in  distinguishing  between  types 
and  titles  the  adult  mind  is  very  apt  to  put  a  book  in  a  very 
different  category  from  the  classification  allotted  to  it  by 
the  child  mind. 

The  books  most  widely  liked  by  the  girls  are  as  follows: 
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1.  Fairy  tales  43  votes 

2.  The  Bobbsey  Twins  Series     ...  22  votes 

3.  Black  Beauty  15  votes 

4.  Heidi  15  votes 

5.  Bambi  11  votes 

6.  The  Five  Little  Peppers  Series.    8  votes 

7.  Snow  White   7  votes 

8.  Finocchio  •  •    7  votes 

9.  Clematis  6  votes 

10.  Lassie  Come  Home     •  6  votes 

11.  Tom  Sawyer  6  votes 

12.  George  Washin^on  6  votes 

13.  Joan  of  Arc  6  votes 


Again  there  is  a  marked  preference  in  books  enjoyed  by 
boys  and  girls.     Under  type,  only  adventure  and  animal  stories 
have  a  strong  appeal  to  both  groups;  under  titles,  Bambi, 
Black  Beauty  and  Finocchio  have  a  like  appeal.     The  fact  that 
Bambi,  Lassie  Come  Home  and  Joan  of  Arc  were  seen  in  moving 
pictures  may  have  influenced  children  to  read  them. 
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TABLE  IX 


CHILDREN »S  MAGAZINES  READ  BY  502  NINE-YEAR  OLDS 


Magazine 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

rerOent 

Total 

PsrCent 

141 

58.99 

122 

46  .38 

263 

52 .38 

My  Weekly  Reader     •  • 

105 

43  .95 

115 

43.72 

220 

43 .82 

Jack  and  Jill  •  •  •  • 

YD 

51  .79 

155 

51 .32 

211 

42.03 

American  Junior  Red 

M    »T   

74 

30.96 

77 

29  .27 

151 

30.07 

Polly  Pigtails     •  .  • 

20 

8.36 

96 

36  .49 

116 

25.10 

Children's  Activities 

48 

20.08 

50 

19.01 

98 

19 .52 

Our  Dumb  Animals     •  • 

52 

21 .75 

45 

17.10 

97 

19.32 

Story  Parade     •   •   •  • 

54 

4d 

17  .48 

OO 

80 

15  •  93 

23 

9 .62 

42 

15  .96 

65 

12.94 

29 

12  .13 

32 

12 .16 

61 

12  .15 

22 

9.20 

35 

13.30 

57 

11.35 

Amen  can  uin   •   •   •  • 

O  .  OO 

DO 

JL  J.  •  J.D 

Children's  Playmates. 

18 

7.53 

31 

11.78 

49 

9.76 

Calling  All  Girls  .  . 

10 

4.18 

39 

14.82 

49 

9.76 

23 

9.62 

13 

4.94 

36 

7.17 

Treasure  Chest     •  .  . 

12 

5.02 

16 

6.08 

28 

5.57 

Jr.  Catholic  Messengr 

13 

5.43 

11 

4.18 

24 

4.78 

Young  America  Reader. 

7 

2.92 

3 

1.14 

10 

1.99 

Highlights  for 

3 

1.25 

4 

1.52 

7 

1.37 

Calling  All  Kids     .  . 

2 

.83 

3 

1.14 

5 

.99 

2 

.83 

0 

0.00 

2 

.39 

According  to  the  results  of  Table  DC,  the  many  children's 
magazines  published  today  are  quite  well  knovm  by  the  nine- 
year  olds  in  this  study.    The  last  six  titles.  Treasure  Chest, 
Junior  Catholic  Messenger,  Young  America  Reader,  Highlights 
for  Children,  Calling  All  Kids  and  Boys  Life  were  added  by  the 
boys  and  girls. 

Treasure  Chest,  a  magazine  similar  to  True  Comics,  is 
published  every  two  weeks  especially  for  the  Catholic  boys  and 
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girls.    Junior  Catholic  Messenger,  reported  by  several  of  the 
boys  and  girls  of  the  parochial  school  is  definitely  a  Catho- 
lic publication.    Young  America  Reader,  a  fairly  recent  weekly 
magazine  for  boys  and  girls  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  grades, 
evidently  is  stressed  in  one  school  where  it  was  known  to 
several  boys  and  girls.    Highlights  for  Children,  one  of  the 
more  expensive  children's  magazines,  is  only  in  its  fourth 
year  of  publication.     Calling  All  Kids,  a  recent  publication 
similar  to  Calling  All  Girls,  has  an  appeal  especially  to  the 
younger  boys  and  girls.     Boys  Life,  a  Boy  Scout  publication, 
was  not  included  in  the  original  list  because  it  is  written 
for  boys  over  twelve  year  of  age. 

Though  the  results  of  other  investigations  would  seem  to 
show  the  opposite,  this  investigation  indicates  that  girls 
read  more  magazines  than  boys  and  are  interested  in  about  the 
same  magazines. 

True  Comics  sold  on  the  newstands  along  with  the  regular 
"comics",  and  subscribed  to  in  many  homes  as  an  effective 
means  of  dealing  with  the  comic  problem,  ranks  first  in  popu- 
larity with  the  boys  .    ^.^/hether  or  not  True  Comics  published 
for  the  expressed  purpose  of  giving  the  "comic  fiends"  some- 
thing worth  reading,  is  doing  more  harm  than  good  is  a  ques- 
tion.    They  are  distressing  to  many  adults  because  of  "^e 
same  use  of  cheap  paper  and  violent  color  which  characterizes 
the  original  comics".    Others  are  disturbed  over  the  fact  that 


all  children's  literary  classics  will  be  reduced  to  this  pic- 
ture book  form. 

Among  the  girls.  Jack  and  Jill,  a  magazine  written  for 
boys  and  girls  under  ten  years  of  age,  is  more  popular.  Evi- 
dently this  magazine  with  its  paper  dolls,  puzzles  and  easy 
stories  for  young  readers  has  a  greater  appeal  to  the  girls 
than  the  boys  who  enjoy  the  exciting  and  compelling  style  of 
True  Comics. 

The  question  arises:    Is  My  Weekly  Reader  a  magazine  or 
a  newspaper?    According  to  the  Wilson  publication.  Magazines 
for  School  Libraries  by  Laura  Katherine  Morton,  it  is  a  weekly 
magazine.     The  easy  access  through  the  schools  and  the  low 
cost  of  this  magazine  is  the  reason  why  it  is  rated  second  in 
this  table. 

The  favorite  magazine  of  girls  in  grades  four  to  seven 
according  to  Norris,  and  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  first  four 
grades  as  pointed  out  by  Witty  and  Kopel  was  Child  Life.  To- 
day as  indicated  by  this  table,  it  is  no  longer  the  outstand- 
ing children's  magazine  because  of  the  competition  of  several 
new  magazines  which  are  limited  to  a  small  age  range  than 
Child  Life  which  attempts  to  reach  all  boys  and  girls  from 
ages  two  to  twelve.     In  fact  today  some  libraries  are  not  sub- 
scribing to  Child  Life  because  of  the  lack  of  interest  in  it 
on  the  part  of  the  boys  and  girls. 
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Miss  Annie  E.  Moore  of  Teachers  College,  Columbia  Univer- 
sity, says 

peculiar  hazards  seem  to  have  attended  the  publication  of 
periodicals  for  children.    For  every  one  which  has  attained 
genuine  success  and  a  long  life,  a  dozen  may  be  counted  in 
this  country  and  in  England  which  breathed  for  a  few  years 
at  the  most,  and  then  expired  or  were  swallowed  by  another 
which  gave  fresh  promise  of  vigor*    Sometimes  more  than 
one  such  transformation  occurred  before  the  final  end.^ 

The  problem  of  the  good  magazine  according  to  Laura 

Morton 

narrows  itself  to  the  beginning  dif f iculty--inadequate 
financing  due  to  limitations  in  advertising  potentiali- 
ties The  nucleus  of  an  upsurge  of  better  per- 
iodical reading  for  children  could  most  safely  be  en- 
trusted to  those  magazines  which  have,  because  of  their 
inherent  vitality,  kept  alive  under  adverse  circumstances. 
If  by  endowment,  prices  could  drop  to  where  they  could 
compete  with  comics,  the  increased  circulation  might  mean 
their  ultimate  self-support  on  that  basis.     To  paraphrase 
the  comment  of  a  famous  politician,  what  this  country 
needs  is  a  good  ten  cent  children's  magazine. 2 


1.  Annie  E.  Moore,  "Magazines  for  Children",  Elementary 
English  Review,  14:58,  February,  1937. 

2.  Laura  Katherine  Morton,  Magazines  for  School  Libraries, 
New  York:    H.  Wilson  Company,  1946.    p.  33. 
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TABLE  X 

SOURCES  PROM  WRICE  502  NINE -YEAR  OLDS  OBTAIN 
CHILDREN'S  MAGAZINES  TO  READ 


Source 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

Percent 

Total 

Percent 

School  •  •  •  • 

129 

53.97 

131 

49.80 

260 

51.79 

72 

30.12 

81 

30.79 

153 

30.47 

56 

23.43 

62 

23.57 

118 

23.50 

Borrow  •  •  •  • 

24 

10.04 

48 

18.24 

72 

14.34 

Subscription  • 

26 

10.87 

44 

16.72 

70 

13.94 

Library     •  •  • 

19 

7.94 

34 

12.92 

53 

10.55 

Other  sources • 

5 

2.09 

2 

.76 

7 

1.59 

The  nine-year  old  obtains  his  children's  magazines  from 
many  soiArces  as  shown  by  Table  X.    The  fact  that  My  Weekly 
Reader,  Our  Dumb  Animals  and  Junior  Red  Cross  News  are  found 
in  almost  all  schools,  makes  the  school  appear  the  principal 
source  of  children's  magazines. 

Under  "other  sources"  the  children  included  dentists' 
and  doctors'  offices  and  the  barber  shop. 
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TABLE  XI 


ADULT  MAGAZINES  READ  Ff  330  NINE-YEAR  OLDS  DURING 
A  PERIOD  OF  TWO  MONTHS 


Magazine 

Boys 

Percent 

Girls 

PsrCenb 

Total 

IferCent 

93 

65.69 

96 

52.16 

189 

57.26 

Saturday  Evening  Post 

59 

40.40 

63 

34.23 

122 

36 .96 

17 

11.64 

16 

8.69 

33 

9.99 

14 

9 .58 

11 

5  .Q7 

25 

7-B7 

A.  kJ 

ft  -  QO 

in 

^  -PI 

O  .iCX 

X  .CD 

±U  .  OD 

OO 

D  .OD 

A       ^  A        A       ^^"1         A  f1  ^ 

rteaaers  ijxgcsu   •   •  • 

J.  X 

D  .  oo 

PT 

PI 

D  .oD 

Woman *s  Day     •  •   •  • 

o 

<c  .Oo 

Id 

o.by 

19 

5.75 

Better  Homes  and 

6 

4.10 

11 

5.97 

17 

5.15 

Good  Housekeeping  • 

7 

4.79 

9 

4.89 

16 

4.84 

4 

2.73 

7 

3.80 

11 

3.33 

Movie  Magazine  •  •  • 

1 

.68 

9 

4.89 

10 

3.03 

5 

3.42 

4 

2.17 

9 

2.72 

7 

4.79 

1 

.54 

8 

2.42 

2 

1.36 

5 

2.71 

7 

2.12 

National  Geographic. 

3 

2.05 

4 

2.17 

7 

2.12 

2 

1.36 

5 

2.71 

7 

2.12 

2 

1.36 

5 

2.71 

7 

2.12 

True  Romance  •  .  .  • 

2 

1.36 

4 

2.17 

6 

1.81 

Woman's  Home 

Companion  •  •  •  • 

0 

0.00 

5 

2.71 

5 

1.51 

Family  Circle     •   •  . 

0 

0 .00 

5 

2.71 

5 

1.51 

1 

.68 

3 

1.63 

4 

1.21 

Detective  Stories.  • 

2 

1.36 

1 

.54 

3 

.90 

Country  Gentleman  • 

3 

2.05 

0 

0.00 

3 

.90 

1 

.68 

2 

1.08 

3 

.90 

Popular  Mechanics  • 

3 

2.05 

0 

0.00 

3 

.90 

Sports  Afield     •  •  • 

3 

2.05 

0 

0.00 

3 

.90 

J. 

•  CO 

1 .08 

3 

.90 

Hunting  and  Fishing, 

2 

1.36 

0 

0.00 

2 

.60 

Science  Illustrated. 

1 

.68 

1 

.54 

2 

.60 

Mechanix  Illustrated 

2 

1.36 

0 

O.CO 

2 

.60 

Cosmopolitan  .... 

1 

.68 

1 

.54 

2 

.60 

Elk  Magazine  .... 

2 

1.36 

0 

0.00 

2 

.60 

2 

1.36 

0 

0.00 

2 

.60 

Farm.  Journal  .... 

0 

0.00 

2 

1.08 

2 

.60 

Radio  Mirror  .... 

1 

.68 

0 

0.00 

1 

.30 

1 

.68 

0 

0.00 

1 

.30 

0 

0.00 

1 

.54 

1 

.30 

American  Home     .  .  . 

0 

0.00 

1 

.54 

1 

.30 
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A  study  of  Table  XI  reveals  that  many  of  the  nine-year 
olds  are  acquainted  with  adult  magazines,  at  least  to  the  ex- 
tent that  they  know  the  names  of  39  different  ones.  However, 
many  did  not  ansv/er  this  question,  either  because  of  an  over- 
sight or  because  they  do  not  read  any  adult  magazines.  Among 
the  boys  38.91  per  cent,  and  among  the  girls  30.03  per  cent 
omitted  this  question.     Only  78.36  per  cent  of  the  boys  and 
84.22  per  cent  of  the  girls  who  did  state  the  titles  of  maga- 
zines that  they  had  read  named  the  parts  they  enjoyed. 

Apart  from  cartoons  and  pictures  that  were  the  two  most 
popular  parts  for  both  boys  and  girls,  the  boys  showed  a  de- 
cided preference  for  sport,  airplane,  machine,  science  and 
animal  sections.     A  few  boys  and  girls  claimed  to  have  read 
short  stories,  and  several  reported  that  they  read  the  com- 
plete magazine. 

The  girls  were  very  much  more  domestic  in  their  choices, 
favoring  recipes,  care  of  babies,  hc»v  to  make  things,  how  to 
decorate  a  room,  and  dress  fashions. 

Life  and  Saturday  Evening  Post  were  the  two  leading  adult 
magazines  read  by  both  boys  and  girls.     As  for  the  rest  of  the 
magazines,  the  girls  leaned  toward  the  household  magazines, 
such  as  Ladies'  Home  Journal,  McCalls  and  the  Woman *s  Home 
Companion,  while  the  boys  favored  the  magazines  on  science  and 
sports.    Lazar  found  the  same  thing  to  be  true  in  her  study. 

One  thing  is  certainly  to  be  deplored  and  that  is  that 
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in  an  age  bounding  with  excellent  literature  for  children,  any 
nine-year  old  would  read  True  Stories  or  True  Romance ,  and 
yet  it  is  a  fact  that  they  do. 


TABLE  XII 

PARTS  OF  THE  NEV/SPAPER  MOST  WIDELY  READ  BY"  493  NINE-YEAR  OLDS 


Section  of  the 
Newspaper 

Boys 

Percent 

(3rls 

Percent 

Ibtal 

Percent 

209 

88.55 

235 

91.43 

444 

90.04 

Radio  program  • 

• 

207 

87.70 

217 

84.43 

424 

85.98 

Theater  section 

• 

160 

67.79 

170 

66.14 

330 

66.92 

Weather  report  • 

• 

132 

55.92 

147 

57.19 

279 

56.58 

ftrr  •  VJD 

ou .  j.y 

4  (  .CO 

Sport  section  • 

• 

142 

60.16 

66 

25.68 

208 

42.18 

Television  program 

101 

42.79 

94 

36.57 

195 

39.54 

Adve  rt  is  ement  s  • 

• 

6 

2.54 

0 

0.00 

6 

1.21 

Death  notices  • 

• 

1 

.42 

3 

1.16 

4 

.81 

Look  and  Learn  • 

• 

1 

.42 

0 

0.00 

1 

.20 

1 

.42 

0 

0.00 

1 

.20 

1 

.42 

0 

0.00 

1 

.20 

1 

.42 

0 

0.00 

1 

.20 

Table  XII  indicates  that  the  nine-year  old  is  becoming 
interested  in  all  parts  of  the  nev/spaper.     The  last  six  sec- 
tions were  added  by  the  boys  and  girls.    Under  advertisements. 
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three  were  Interested  in  houses  to  rent#    Evidently  their 
I    families  are  faced  with  the  housing  shortage.    Since  only  one 
boy  mentioned  the  society  section,  it  would  seem  that  interest 
in  this  part  of  the  newspaper  is  practically  negligible* 

The  comic  section  was  mentioned  most  frequently  by  both 
boys  and  girls.    Lazar  reports  very  similar  results:  eighty 
I    per  cent  of  the  boys  and  almost  ninety  per  cent  of  the  girls 
were  interested  in  the  "comics"  as  cctnpared  with  87.44  per 
cent  of  the  boys  and  89.34  per  cent  of  the  girls  in  this  study. 

Today  with  at  least  one  radio  and  many  times,  several 
radios  in  every  home  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  radio  pro- 
'    gram  is  a  close  second  to  the  comic  section. 

News,  even  though  it  may  only  include  the  reading  of  the 
headlines,  is  of  interest  to  almost  half  of  the  boys  and 
girls,  about  six  per  cent  more  girls  than  boys  mentioning  it. 
The  sport  section  holds  more  interest  for  the  boys  than 
'    the  girls,  69.41  per  cent  far  the  boys  and  25.09  per  cent  for 
the  girls. 

In  the  past  year  many  hoii»s  have  installed  television 
sets.  Therefore  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  children  in 
these  homes  will  be  interested  in  the  television  programs. 

Whether  it  is  true  or  not,  98.77  per  cent  of  the  boys 
and  97.71  per  cent  of  the  girls  reported  an  interest  in  some 
section  of  the  newspaper.    The  other  1.26  per  cent  of  the 
boys  and  2.29  per  cent  of  the  girls  may  have  omitted  this 
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question  due  to  an  oversight  on  their  part. 
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CHAPTER  V 
SUMARY 


CHAPTER  V 


SUldMARY 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  determine  the  leisure 
reading  interests  of  the  nine -year  old.     The  following  con- 
clusions may  be  drawn  from  an  analysis  of  the  responses  of 
five  hundred  tv;o  nine-year  old  girls  and  boys  • 

1.  The  six  types  of  books  that  have  the  greatest  appeal 
fop  the  nine-year  old  boy  for  leisure  reading  are  as  follows: 
cowboy  stories,  Indian  stories,  comics,  war  stories,  sport 
stories,   and  pioneer  stories.     The  following  six  types  were 
liked  by  the  girls:     comics,  fairy  tales,  funny  stories,  cow- 
boy stories,  stories  about  children  in  other  lands  and  animal 
stories.     These  findings  are  in  accord  with  the  outstanding 
studies  reported  in  this  field  from  1697  to  the  present  tim.e  • 

2.  A  large  number  of  books  are  considered  favorites  by 
the  nine-year  old.     The  five  books  most  popular  with  the  boys 
are,  Daniel  Boone,  Robin  Hood,  Tom  Sawyer,  Dr.  Doolittle,  and 
Robinson  Crusoe.    The  girls  rate  Fairy  Tales,  The  Bobbsey 
Twins  Series,  Black  Beauty,  Heidi ,  and  Bambi  as  their  favor- 
ites.    Bambi  and  Black  Beauty  have  a  like  appeal  for  both 
boys  and  girls.     Adventure  stories  again  rate  first  with  the 
boys  as  reported  by  Jordan,  and  fairy  tales  with  the  girls  as 
pointed  out  first  by  Terman  and  Lima,  and  later  confirmed  by 


r 


V/itty  and  Kopel. 

3.  The  nine-year  old  Is  quite  well  acquainted  with  the 
many  magazines  published  today  for  children.    More  boys  read 
True  Comics  than  any  other  magazine,  and  Jack  and  Jill  is  the 
best  known  children's  magazine  among  the  girls.    Though  they 
obtain  these  magazines  from  many  sources,   it  would  seem  that 
the  school  is  the  principal  source.     These  findings  differ 
from  earlier  studies,  in  that  Child  Life  was  the  favorite 
m.agazine  of  girls  in  grades  four  to  seven  according  to  Norris, 
and  according  to  Witty  and  Kopel,  of  boys  and  girls  in  the 
first  four  grades.     A  probable  reason  for  this  may  be  found 

in  the  fact  that  Child  Life  attempts  to  attract  a  wide  age 
range,  and  as  a  result  no  one  age  group  today  is  particularly 
interested  in  this  magazine. 

4.  Although  the  nine-year  old  reads  at  least  a  total  of 
thirty-nine  different  adult  magazines.  Life  and  Saturday 
Evening  Post  are  the  best  known  to  both  boys  and  girls.  Pic- 
tures and  cartoons  are  the  sections  of  these  magazines  that 
have  the  greatest  appeal  to  the  boys  and  girls* 

5.  The  nine -year  old  is  developing  the  habit  of  becoming 
interested  in  the  different  parts  of  the  newspaper.    For  the 
98.74  per  cent  of  boys  and  97.71  per  cent  of  girls  who  re- 
ported an  interest  in  some  section,  thirteen  different  parts 
hold  an  appeal.    However,  the  comics  more  than  any  other  sec- 
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tion,  are  read  by  both  boys  and  girls.     These  findings  agree 
with  those  of  Johnson,  Lazar,  Witty  and  Kopel,  who  found  that 
1    in  the  lower  grades  the  chief  interest  is  in  the  comic  section. 

6.  There  is  certainly  a  marked  difference  between  the 
reading  preferences  of  nine-year  old  boys  and  nine-year  old 
girls — this  difference  extends  to  the  type  of  book,  the  kind 

I   of  magazine  and  the  part  of  the  newspaper.     Iliat  there  is  a 

i 

marked  difference  between  the  reading  preferences  of  nine- 
year  old  boys  and  girls  has  been  previously  noted  by  Terman 
ii   and  Lima,  Johnson,  Lazar  and  V/itty  and  Kopel  in  their  out- 
standing studies. 

7.  The  nine-year  old  is  developing  the  worthwhile  habit 

of  borrowing  books  regularly  from  the  Public  Library.    Of  the 

■ 

69.52  per  cent  who  borrov/  books  at  all  from  the  Public  Librarj;^ 
66  per  cent  do  so  as  frequently  as  once  every  two  weeks, 
i   While  this  study  shews  that  a  large  percentage  do  use  the 
Public  Library,  earlier  studies  of  Outright  and  Brueckner, 
of  Johnson  and  of  Witty  and  Kopel  quote  even  higher  figures. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FURTHER  RESEARCH 


1.  A  study  to  determine  the  influence  of  intelligence 
on  the  leisure  reading  interests  of  the  nine -year  old. 

2.  A  study  to  find  out  the  effect  of  reading  achievement 
on  leisure  reading  interests  of  the  nine-year  old. 

3»    A  similar  study  of  nine -year  olds  ranging  in  age 
from  nine  years  three  months  to  nine  years  nine  months  to 
compare  the  results  with  the  nine-year  old  in  this  study  and 
discover  the  differences,  if  any. 

4.    A  study  of  the  leisure  reading  interests  of  the  ten 
year  old  to  find  out  to  what  extent  their  interests  change 
in  a  year. 
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